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“Never test the depth of the water with both feet.”   

 

I don’t know that I have ever spent time with someone who genuinely wanted to remain ignorant or 

unwise.  Wisdom is one of those things we all want; but, like many things that are hard to achieve, we 

may not have an intentional plan to get it.   

 

One of the ancient definitions of wisdom referred to the skill of craftsmen, sailors, singers, mourners, 

administrators and counselors.  These were people who had worked many years and as a result 

achieved knowledge, experience and efficiency in their areas of expertise.  As a result, they were often 

called upon to share their wisdom.   

 

One of the great gifts of those who possess wisdom is their willingness to share what they have gained 

by years of practice.  In many cultures there is a great awareness of the need to seek that personal 

connection seamlessly or organically.  Today we hire coaches, teachers, tutors and the like, and too 

often our wisdom is limited to those who can afford it.  I am not certain that this is working;  I am quite 

sure that it is costing us as a society when wisdom is not passed from one generation to another. 

 

On the reverse side, how many of us don’t necessarily declare, “I want to remain unwise,” but go year 

after year without seeking to develop a relationship with a wise person in our career, vocation or hobby.  

We suffer at the hand of our own ignorance, we learn at a slower pace through our own ineptitude, and 

then we too lose that natural inclination to pass on our wisdom - just as it was not passed to us. 

 

One of the great steps in wisdom is acknowledging our ignorance and then choosing to do something 

about it.  I am in the fortunate position of being able to work with an older friend who has served over 

40 years in the same career as me - being a priest.  I meet with him once a month, and at each meeting 

we bring topics of discussion.  He is tasked with asking me lots questions about what I am doing and why 

I am choosing the course that I am taking.  It is a great process in which the “teacher and the student 

create the taught.”  I learn something through this wisdom-sharing process each and every time.  The 

greatest part about our meetings is that it does not cost me a dime.  My friend does it because he loves 

the opportunity to share what he has been given and gained over the years.     

 

The process of seeking another’s wisdom means that I have to be vulnerable to being disciplined 

(taught), humbled and corrected.  Perhaps this is why some do not seek wisdom; it not a highly-sought 

approach for learning. Yet, even when we avoid it, it comes along anyway in our mistakes and missteps.  

It reminds me of something someone once emailed me: “Good judgment comes from bad experience, 

and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.”   

 



I recently spent a morning with an organization called New Braunfels Works.  This initiative works with 

young men and women who need to learn the skills to interview for a job and the skills needed to keep 

a job for the long term.  I got to be a part of a group that conducted mock interviews to help them 

prepare to succeed in real interviews.  It seems like common sense to me, but as I met with the great 

men and women who participate I realized that my family has passed this wisdom on to me in a very 

natural way.  It was this experience that helped me see that those around us need the wisdom we 

possess even when we are not aware of all that we have gained in life.   

 

Perhaps the greatest piece of wisdom I have ever learned was from a friend who pointed out that the 

happiest people she knew were the ones who were focused on other people.  They volunteered or 

worked in a way such that they knew they were genuinely helping people in our world.  And the 

unhappiest people were focused mainly on themselves, their lives and their issues.   

 

Sharing wisdom is a great gift for both parties.  And each of us possesses some knowledge or expertise 

that we need to share.  Even if it is something as simple as using only one foot to test the depth of the 

water.      

 

  


